
 
 

The "Life of David Gale" is compelling 
fiction, a story told in the way only 

Hollywood can tell it. 
 

In reality,  
the facts are no less compelling. 

 
25  people sentenced to death in Florida, and more than 100 
nationwide, have been exonerated – one for every eight executed.   

• Some have been saved as a result of lawyers volunteering their 
time, undergraduate journalism students, and just plain luck.   

• Some have been saved within hours of execution. 
 
As the innocent wait to die, the guilty are left at large.   

• Juan Melendez was released January 3, 2002 after serving almost 18 
years on death row.  Polk County prosecutor Hardy Pickard lied to the 
court, knowingly sending an innocent man to death row.  The real 
murderer was protected because he was a police informant.  Hardy 
Pickard is still a state prosecutor.  How can that be allowed? 

• Rudolph Holton was released January 24, 2003 after serving more 
than 16 years on death row.  Police failed to follow all leads, instead 
giving a jailhouse snitch a deal to get him to lie that Holton had 
confessed.  DNA testing disproved evidence used against Holton. 

 
It is no longer a question if mistakes happen, but rather a question 
of what we’re going to do about it.  To learn more about the reality 
of the death penalty system, and to find out how to help, contact: 
 

Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty 

www.FADP.org    800-973-6548 
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